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fact which bore particularly upon the non-Ottoman sections,
such as 'Iraq and Syria and upon the non-Muslim peoples of
the Empire. They looked with ingrained aversion on all
occupations except those of soldiering and governing. The
potential wealth of the Empire was thus left undeveloped,
additional sources of revenue were untouched, and, in the face
of extravagant and ill-advised expenditure, the country was
forced to seek for financial relief from abroad.
Another reason for the failure of the Turks to give good
government lay in the hiatus between statute book and practice,
between a principle and its application. Every reforming
movement had seen new laws and regulations, often copied
bodily from European models, added to the statute books.1
Rarely, however, was the will or the ability present to enforce
the measures. Every innovation had to face opposition not
only from a poorly paid, badly educated, often indolent
officialdom, but also from traditional usage, from religious
custom and prejudice and, not infrequently, from vested
interests of the European Powers.
Although the civil bureaucracy might blindly struggle to
apply the regulations as imposed by the central authorities,
the impartial application of such measures varied in direct
proportion to the energy and honesty of the pashas of the
wilayets, on the one hand, and, on the other, to the distance
of the wilayets from the central supervising authority at
Constantinople.
In all these respects, Turkish Arabia suffered badly. Its
remoteness from Constantinople, its lack of amenities, and its
1A general re"sum£ of Turkish laws, regulations, etc., may be found in Young,
George, Corps de droit ottoman, Recueil des codes, lois reglements, ordonnances, et
actes les plus importants du droit inteneur, et d'etudes sur le droit coutumier de
rEmpire Ottoman, (7 vols , Oxford, 1905-6). Also Biliotti, A., and Sedad, Ahmed,
Legislation Ottomane depuis le retabhssement de la constitution, 24 Djemasi
ul-ahir, 1326 (10 juillet, 1908, i*r Npvembre, 1909). Recueil des lois, de'crets,
reglements, conventions, actes internationaux, etc., de I*Empire Ottoman (Paris,
1913). English translations of various Turkish laws made by the Judicial De-
partment during the British occupation are listed in the bibliography under
Official Publications, 'Iraq Government, Judicial.

